
Julius John Fillips passed peacefully at St. Lukeʼs 
hospital in New Hartford, New York, on Fathersʼ Day, 
June 20, 2010.    

Jules was born on November 9, 1916, in Highland, New 
York, at what was then the Hudson Valley Wine 
Company, a lovely winery on the east shore of the 
Hudson River.  He was the youngest of the five children 
of Rosario V. and Teresa Lupia Fillips, who worked and 
resided at the winery.  He attended local schools and 
became the first in his family to complete high school.  
He then went on to attend Columbia University.    

After completing his undergraduate degree, he continued his studies at Columbia Teachersʼ College.  He 
began his long career in education when he took a position as a science teacher at Whitesboro High School 
in 1941. He married the great love of his life, fellow teacher Ruth Goldsmith, in 1943. The couple resided in 
the Village of Whitesboro, where they had two children, Carol and Barbara.  In 1950, they moved to their 
cherished home on Clark Mills Road, where they would live out their days, in most recent years in Barbaraʼs 
loving care.

Throughout his life Jules was remembered by hundreds of graduates of the Whitesboro Central School 
District as someone who had made a difference in many lives.  As the head of guidance and counseling, he 
had the opportunity to intervene to help individual students as well as to refine policies throughout the 
District. He greatly enjoyed working directly with younger people through programs of the Kiwanis Club, the 
Whitesboro Ski Club, Literacy Volunteers, and the Whitesboro Alumni Association. 

Upon retirement in 1977 Jules and Ruth took the opportunity to travel, visiting their children overseas and 
participating in Elder Hostel programs.  In the past year, his travels took him downstate to walk the 
Highland-Poughkeepsie railway bridge following its conversion to the Walkway Over the Hudson State 
Historic Park.  

What Jules loved most, however, was tending to his garden and yard at Fairacres, as the old farm was 
called.  He became one of the first Master Gardeners in Oneida County shortly after he retired and for many 
years shared experiences with aspiring gardeners and garden produce with neighbors and friends.   In 
recent years the garden became smaller but neighbors could count on seeing Jules on his tractor mowing 
the lawn in the summer, amassing leaves in the autumn and blowing snow in the winter. 

Second only to his pleasure at being outdoors was Julesʼ love of current events and reading Newsweek, 
The Nation, Washington Spectator, and The Sunday New York Times. He was concerned about our country 
and demonstrated his respect for the dignity for each individual he encountered.

Jules is predeceased by his wife, Ruth, and by his other siblings and many cousins.

Jules is survived by daughters Barbara Goldsmith Fillips of Whitesboro and Carol Fillips McCreary of 
Portland, Oregon; granddaughters Selena Kyle of San Francisco and Joanna McCreary of Atlanta; nieces 
Beverly Fillips and Patricia Dogil of Poughkeepsie, Phyllis Tiberio Love of North Carolina, Anthony Tiberio of 
Highland; cousins in the Canino and Malette families, and several great nieces and nephews.

Barbara received family friends during calling hours at the Dimbleby, Friedel, Williams & Edmunds Funeral 
Home in Whitesboro on June 24.  A celebration of Julesʼ life will take place at 4 pm on Saturday, September 
25 at the family home, 8556, Clark Mills Road, Whitesboro. Expressions of sympathy may be made in his 
memory in the form of donations to the scholarship program for graduating Whitesboro Central School 
seniors through the Whitesboro Alumni Association, 67 Whitesboro St., Yorkville, New York, 13495.


